
TUVALU PARLIAMENTARY LIBRARY 
PAPER FOR 2ND BIENNIAL CONFERENCE OF THE PARLIAMENTARY 

LIBRARIANS OF THE ASIA-PACIFIC REGION 

Introduction 

Tuvalu, which is formerly known as the Ellice Islands, 
independent constitutional monarchy with Her Majesty, 
Elizabeth" II, as its Head of State. 

Tuvalu's National Day is the First Monday in October. 

is an 
Queen 

Tuvalu has eight islands which are scattered over hundreds of 
square kilometres of sea in the middle of the Pacific Ocean. 
The total land area is 26 sq km. 

The capital island, Funafuti, covers 2.8 sq km only. 

The total population is about 10,000 with about 4,000 living 
on the capital, Funafuti. 

Tuvalu Parliament 

There are 12 Members of Parliament who are elected every 4 
years to form the Parliament of Tuvalu. Each island elects one 
Member of Parliament with the extra, by the 4 islands which 
are bigger by population. 

The Government usually consists of 7 Members while the 
Opposition has 5 Members. 

The Government itself has 6 Members with portfolios and 1 as a 
back-bencher. That is, 5 Members as Hon Ministers , (including 
the Prime Minister) and 1 as the Hon Speaker of Parliament. 

All Members of Parliament resides within their respective 
constituencies except those with portfolios has to reside on 
the capital island. 

Objectives 

1. The objectives of the Parliamentary library is to supply 
reliable, accurate, impartial and prompt information, and 

2. Develop and promote understanding and cooperation between 
parliamentary libraries. 

Library Contents 

Listed below are general contents of local materials of our 
library for information of the association and with the hope 
of encouraging members to ask us for things that we are able 
to provide. 

1. Parliament reports - includes Hansard and various select 
committee reports; 
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2. Parliament papers - includes departmental reports and 
gazettes; 

3. Acts of Parliaments; 

4. Rules of Procedures (Standard Orders); and 

5. Other parliamentary related prints such as Order papers, 
notice papers, entitlements for Members of Parliament, 
etc. 

Parliamentarians 

Parliamentarians may request for information on any matter 
in or outside Tuvalu. ¥ 

It is the duty of the Parliamentary Library to research and 
provide support to such requests. 

Available informations will be despatched as soon as possible. 
However, for informations beyond the library's reach, will 
either be transferred to the National Library or to libraries 
abroad such as New Zealand or Australia. Information will then 
be despatched via the Parliamentary Library. 

We do not have much requests concerning government departments 
or other organisations in Tuvalu because most of these are 
directed to each department or organisation. 

However, we have a few requests on overseas organisations and 
governments. Most requests are directed to the Foreign Affairs 
Department or any other Department which has direct contact 
with such organisations. 

Most of the requests we receive are on parliamentary practices 
in and outside Tuvalu. These requests include rules of 
procedures or standard orders and references to parliamentary 
papers which were presented in Parliaments such as reports of 
various departments and organisations. 

Select Committee 

We have three standing select committees namely, Business, 
Rules of Procedure and the Public Accounts committees. 

Such committees depend very much on information on reports and 
procedures of past committees, and even similar committees of 
other countries. 

In cases where legal advice is needed, the Attorney-General 
who is the sole adviser of Tuvalu Parliament, will be sought 
for advice. 
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Parliament Meetings 
.,,· 

During sessions or meetings of Parliament when all 
Parliamentarians are on Funafuti, all requests are regarded as 
urgent. 

For information of 
sessions each year, 
only. 

the association, we usually have three 
with each session lasting about a week 

Because 
raised 
seeking 
library 

Parliamentarians are aware of what subjects are to be 
in a particular session, they tend to rush around 
for information. With this rush, the Parliamentary 

staff is on-the-double too. 

We don't have any computer network which may be able to assist 
us in communicating promptly to the National Library or other 
places for information. We would either phone or run to such 
places. 

Public 

Members of the public do requests for information from the 
library, but restricted to parliamentary records only. They 
are encouraged to use the National Library rather than using 
this library which was solely established for 
Parliamentarians. 

Overseas Organisations 

Organisations such as CPA (Commonweal th Parliament 
Association), IPU (International Parliamentary Union) and 
other Parliamentary Libraries have had requests before and we 
are still entertaining that. This, also applies to this 
association. 

Other unknown organisations, may be entertained but subject to 
the Hon Speaker's leave. 

Problems: 

Following are major drawbacks to this library for the past 
decade. 

1. Lack of Communications; 
2. Inadequate space; 
3. Lack of trained librarians; and 
4. Limited allocation for library services. 
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1. Lack of Conununications 

The only means of conununications throughout Tuvalu are: 

(a) Shipping (surface mail), 
(b) Telegram and 
(c) Telephones. 

Notice that apart from Funafuti, all other islands 
doesn't have any fax machines or an air service mail. 

Communications made through fax machines or air service 
mails has been proved to be the most efficient way of 
communicating and only Funafuti entertains these 
facilities. 

(a) Shipping 

The Tuvalu Government has only one ship, MV 
Nivaga II, which serves the islands of Tuvalu. 
The ship frequently visits each island at least 
once or twice a month. 

Therefore, the limited frequency of the shipping to 
the islands, delays urgent needs. 

(b) Telegram 

This is a good 
much information 
costly in regard 
(vote). 

(c) Telephones 

and quick way, however, with so 
for transmission, it would be 
to the library's limited allocation 

The quickest way of contacting somebody, but 
with poor receptions from other islands, as 
their phones work on solar batteries, this is a 
problem almost everyday, especially rainy days. 

However, the Government is trying its best to 
improve this. 

2. Inadequate Space 

Due to the small office allocated to us by Government and 
our lingering for the new Parliament Building, we are 
extremely overcrowded. 

Because the Parliamentary Library is under supervision of 
the Assistant Clerk to Parliament, both the office and 
library are occupying the same small building. 



-5-

3. Lack of trained Librarians 

We have had trained librarians for the past years, 
unfortunately, all have left this department. 

Therefore, we desperately need training for our current 
·librarians. 

4. Limited allocation for Library services 

For the above reason, we could not extend or buy 
more books for our library. 

For information of the association, we are allocated 
AUD$1,000 only each year for this department. 

Furthermore, training for staff could not be entertained. 

Conclusion 

As we feel that we are the least developed library, I would 
like to take this opportunity in requesting members of this 
association to assist us in our combat to solve our problems. 

Lastly, I would like to thank everyone in this conference for 
whatever he/she had done for our library in the past years 
whether big or small, and in particular the Asia Foundation 
for its funding to make this conference a success. ~ 


