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I must first of all inform this conference that our library is 

really a very small one. 

Its existence is yet to be used to its full extent as Members of 

Parliament took very,very little notice of their library. 

However, in regard to legislation, things are vice - versa. We are 

the center, and all enquiries and requests are directed to us. 

In terms of legal advises, no, these are directed to the Attorney -

General's office. We are in terms of record purposes. 

Our library offers the following only 

1. Bills, 

2. Acts of Parliament and 

3. Tuvalu Gazettes 
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Bills 

Bills as we all know are drafted laws which are sent to Parliament, 

and after passing several stages, are passed as Acts. 

Bills in Tuvalu are drafted by the Attorney - General's office. Before 

the introduction of the Bill in Parliament, the Speaker's office 

ensures that all Members of Parliament and the Parliamentary Library 

are given a copy. 

I noted from past experience that even the Attorney - General's 

office and Government departments who initiated Bills in the first 

place, would come back to us some time later for a copy. I also noted 

that in this sort of repeated situation our only copies are lost. 

Acts of Parliament 

When an Act is passed, 4 original copies are prepare for Royal Assent 

of the Governor General. The first copy is retained by His 

Excellency, the second goes to the National Archives, the third to 

the Attorney - General's office and the last to the Speaker's office 

which is the Parliamentary Library. 

Our copy as far as I know is meant for Members of Parliament only, just 

as the Parliamentary Library is for. But, from experience, every single 

Government Department would come back to us for a copy. This often 

causes the loss of our original. 
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Tuvalu Gazettes 

There are 3 types of gazettes, General Notices, Legal Notices and 

Supplement of Acts and amendments to Acts. The Clerk of Parliament who 

is the most senior officer in the Speaker's office, is the editor of 

the Tuvalu Gazettes. 

General Notices 

Legal Notices 

are official notices which are issued by 

His Excellency, the Govenor - General as to the 

responsibilities of the Prime Minister, Cabinet 

and members of the Public Service. 

are official notices issued by the responsible 

Ministers as to the commencement of Acts, 

Regulations and Bye-Laws, which they initiated. 

Supplement of Acts - Copies of Acts and amendment to Acts, for 

Members of Parliament and Government Departments 

are issued through these. This is the most 

expensive of the 3 as Acts could be very lengthy 

and also noting the number of departments 

involved. This gazette is issued twice a year 

whereas the other 2 is four times a year. 
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Today, as you can see, I am convinced that we have evolved to become 

the center of legislation in our country. As I mentioned before, only 

in terms of record purposes. If some day my Government would like us 

to be that sort of center, officially, then we shall need qualified 

lawyers. 

In regard to APLAP's aims, I really wish I could provide copies for 

our members, free of charge. Well, those only who are interested. 

However, I can assure you that I can convince my boss for these to 

supplied to you freely. I am also interested in your legislations but 

I will give a second thought to those who charge theirs. 

To end, dear colleagues, I strongly support our aims to achieve APLAP's 

goals. 

Paulson Panapa 

Librarian 

Tuvalu Parliament 


