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The Honorable Speaker of the House of Representatives of the Parliament of 

Australia, Mr. Bob Halverson: 

Dear APLAP members: 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies & Gentlemen 

To serve as the President and the one of the founding members of the 

Association of Parliamentary Librarians of Asia & the Pacific, I would like to 

convey my heartfelt gratitude and uppermost regard to the host of the Fourth 

AP LAP Biennial Conference -- the Parli~ent of the Commonwealth of 
. . 

Australia, and especially, Speaker of the House of Representatives, The 'Right 

Honorable Bob Halverson, and President of the Senate, The Right Honorable 

Margaret Reid. Meanwhile, I take great pleasure to express, on behalf of my 

APLAP fellows, our sincere appreciation to the organizing committee of the 

Fourth Biennial Conference for their dedication in this important event. 

Without their constant devotion and hard-work, our gathering here in this august 

place would be impossible. 

The Association of Parliamentary Librarians of Asia & the Pacific, shortly, 

APLAP, is a regional international organization, for the purpose of promoting 

understanding and cooperation among Asian-Pacific parliamentary libraries, 

and communicating the disciplines of modernized parliamentary librarianship, 

congressional research as well as legislative information systems and services. 



As you all known, the establishment of APLAP was generated from 

seventeen Asian and Pacific parliamentaiy librarians in the year of 1990 at the 

inauguration of the first APLAP Biennial Conference in Seoul, Korea. You 

may know about the idea, or you may not. The origin of this professional and 

interesting organization, that I call -- a common interest group, could be traced 

back to the Workshop of the Parliamentaiy Libraries Section held at the New 

South Wales Parliament during the General Conference of the International 

Federation of Libraiy Associations and Institutions (IFLA) in Sydney, Australia 

in August 1988. In keeping with the Workshop's theme, the participants from 

the Asian and Pacific parliaments decided that an association should be formed 

to help promote cooperative activity among them. In the next eighteen months, 

with the great driving force raised by Ms. Jane Ann Lindley, Mr. Joobong Kim, 

Ms. Aurora Simandjuntak and me, a professional association of parliamentary 

librarians was formally launched. The said association, APLAP, is ever 

increasing its member countries these years by means of friendship and 

encouragement. It is extremely remarkable that we return back to the. place of 

origin, Australia, to organize our Fourth Biennial Conference this year. 

Now, let us look back at our previous Biennial Conferences held by 

different member country since the foundation of APLAP : 

The First Biennial Conference was held in Seoul, Korea in May 1990. 

Conference theme: "Building an Asia-Pacific Legislative Information 

Network" 

The Second Biennial Conference was held in Islamabad, Pakistan in May 1992. 

Conference theme: "Research and Information Support to Legislature" 

The Third Biennial Conference was held in Bangkok, Thailand in May 1994. 

Conference theme: "Resources and Information Sharing of Legislation" 

The Fourth Biennial Conference is held now in Canberra, Australia in October 

1996. 

Conference theme: "Regional Cooperation - Making it Happen" 
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May I stress that Canberra, capital of the Commonwealth of Australia and 

site of the Fourth Biennial Conference, will get special attentions from all the 

participants for its unique atmosphere enlightened by human intelligence, and 

where the famous man-made lake -- Lake Burley Griffin is located. There are 

two special features in this conference. First, there is a well-prepared program 

including four full-day seminars providing an excellent opportunity for us to 

share our opinions and experiences in regard to regional cooperation. We will 

conclude our discussions by mapping out a new way to make regional 

cooperation a reality. Besides, there is a one-day workshop which will take 

place in Sydney on Friday, 25th of October. Hosted by the Parliament of New 

South Wales; the Workshop is considered as a satellite meeting to the Fourth 

Biennial Conference and it will be a complement of practical experience in 

parliamentary librarianship. Furthermore, the Fourth Biennial Conference 

gathers the most participants in the years past. The high peak of attendance 

this time performs a true spirit of particip.ation in the AP LAP Bylaws, Aµicle 

1.3 "Participants". 

I would like to welcome all of you with all sincerity to join in the Fourth 

Biennial Conference and its satellite meeting. Government officials of 

Australia, honorable guests from APEC, IPU and IFLA, my dear APLAP 

colleagues, and foremost, delegates of the Asia Pacific Parliamentary Forum 

who will be our potential members are all highly welcomed. After the 

convention, I hope to see everyone of you joining into AP LAP as our formal 

members. 

Modernized parliamentary librarianship keeps advancing, as we all know, 

from traditional readers' service to multi-media resources, information 

networking, and research-oriented reference service, etc. The modernization 

of parliamentary librarianship among APLAP member countries has progressed 
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rather well, based upon different standards and different levels. Furthermore, 

it provides an adequate support and assistance to each legislature and its 

legislative work. 

I believe the 1996 Biennial Conference will achieve our goals focused on 

the following topics: 

-- to establish good alliances; 

-- to consider the information support to each others, especially some small 

island nations; 

-- to reach agreement that information resources is accessible to other 

parliaments via the INTERNET; 

-- to encourage the parliamentary libraries in developing automation and digital 

resources; 

-- to improve communication through new channels or media; 

-- to reform the Secretariat of APLAP. 

TJ:ie growth of parliamentary librarianship in the Asia & Pacific region is 
' favorable and dynamic nowadays on the strength of understanding and long-

term cooperation. It will enhance the standard of congressional research and 

the quality of legislative information service to go on a new frontier. I also 

trust, within two to four years coming, an effective and efficient information 

sharing system with bilingual search mode among the member countries will be 

conducted into operation in this region under the common efforts for common 

advantages. 

Marching into the next century, I strongly believe a new era of modernized 

parliamentary librarianship is approaching in the Asia & Pacific region. In 

accordance with regional cooperation and social-economic development, our 

tomorrow will be very brilliant and successful! 
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Once again, may I express my appreciation and gratitude to evel)'one of 

you for organizing and taking part in this convention. Thank you vel)' much. 
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