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Conference Communique 

Representatives from twenty-three parliamentary libraries in the Asia Pacific region 
met in Canberra to discuss '"Regional Cooperation- J\faking it Happen''. The purpose 
of the meeting was to discuss strategies for APLAP \\hich \\'Ould achieve a high level 
of inter-library cooperation between the region's parliamentary libraries resulting in 
improved access, including Internet access. to information resources and services for 
all parliamentarians in the region. 

Strategies 

The key strategies agreed at the meeting included: 

. the dissemination of key official documents in electronic form, preferably via 
the Internet, for ease of access by all parliaments \\'ith the necessary 
telecommunications facilities; 

. to seek to establish a regional Clearinghouse for key official and 
parliamentary documentation for those regional parliaments without access to the 
Internet; 

. agreement that APLAP member libraries provide reciprocal access rights to 
other members, either generally or through a 'sister library' relationship. so that 
information requests from APLAP member libraries receive prompt attention when 
the resources of an individual library are inadequate to meet a request from a 
parliamentarian; 

. form alliances with the Inter-Parliamentary Union, Asia Pacific 
Parliamentary Forum, Commonwealth Parliamentary Association and other 
organisations representing the interests of parliamentarians and parliamentary 
administrations in the region, in order to provide mutual support in areas of common 
interest; 

. establish mechanisms for the continuing development and training of staff in 
the region's parliamentary libraries. to improve the skill levels of library personnel 
and the standards and quality of seffices: 

. establish a small secretariat for APLAP, initiate improwd communication 
channels between members and form links \\'ith the International Federation of 
Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) to ensure that the actions to implement 
these strategies are carried out by agreed deadlines and in a cost effective manner. 



APLAP Executive 

The meeting elected a new cxccuti n.~ committee comprising, 
President: Dr Karl Min Ku (ROC) 
Vice-President for Asia: Mrs Aurora Simandjuntak (Indonesia) 
Vice- President for the Pacific: Mr John Templeton (Australia) 
Secretary General: Mr Nairn Uddin Siddiqi (Pakistan) 
Treasurer: Mrs Maria Fe S. Abeleda-Robles 

(Philippines) 

Call for Support 

The AP LAP Executive respectfully calls upon the Presiding Officers of the 
parliaments in the Asia Pacific region to support the work of APLAP and the 
individual parliamentary libraries in their endeavours to implement the strategies 
agreed upon at the Canberra meeting. The outcome will be a marked improvement in 
the level and quality of information and research services provided to all members of 
parliament and improved national and regional government. 

Karl Min Ku 
President 
Association of Parliamentary Librarians of Asia and the Pacific 

Canberra 
24 October 1996 


