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Tile Impact of C11lture on Parliamentary Libraries of Asia and the Pacific: The C011gressio11al Library of tlte lf ouse of Represe11tntiJ•es, Co11gre.fs, Republic of tlte Philippilles · 
- Maria Fe S. Abeleda-Robles* 

I. Introduction 

1.1 Culture Defined 

Culture is a term commonly used to refer to beliefs, customs and traditions, civilization, or the collective intellectual achievements of a people or a nation. But for this paper, it is best that an authoritative definition be had. Suited to this purpose would be Raymond Williams' definition of culture. As Williams defined in his work "Culture and Society" "culture is the whole wiry of life of a society; its beliefr; and its ideas; its institutions and its systems; its lmvs and its customs." _;1 
1 .2 Overview of National Culture 

The Philippines is an archipelago of 7100 islands with Bashi Channel on the North, the Philippine Sea on the East, Celebes Sea on the South, and South China Sea on the West. 

Centuries before the Europenns set their sights on the Orient, these islands which we know now as Philippines \Vere already home to the Negritos, Indonesians and Malays who came to settle here. They engaged in agriculture and commerce among other things and had contacts with the Indians, Chinese, Arabs and Japanese whose cultures they slowly assimilated. These became the foundations for the unique cultural traditions of present day Filipinos. 

By the time Ferdinand Magellan accidentally found his way to Cebu ~ in the 161
h century, our forebears had developed a distinct culture - a way of life with customs, society, government laws, writing, language and 

literature, music, religious beliefs, economy, arts and sciences. The existence of the pre-Spanish culture was well recorded in the chronicles of Spanish observers: Juan de la Plasencia in his Los Costumbres de Tagalos (1589), Fr. Pedro Chirino in his Relacion de Las lr;/as Filipinas (1604), and Dr. Antonio de Morga in his Sucesos de las Islas Filipinas 
(1609)._;2 . 
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For three centuries, from 1865 when the first Spanish settlement was 
established in Cebu until 1898 when Spain lost the Philippines to the 
United States of America, Spain imposed her religion, lan!:,TUage, customs, 
'arts, and sciences on the Filipinos to an extent that Spanish influence was 
felt in almost everything. 

Spain influenced the Filipino diet, mode of dressing, family life, 
music, architecture, language, and in general, the way of life. She 
introduced Christianity, the Latin alphabet and the Spanish language, 
printing, journalism, literature, sculpture, and the sciences, and of course, 
the fiestas and holidays. 

With the American annexation of the Philippines on December I 0, 
1898, American colonization began which brought into the country both 
the positive and the negative aspects of democratic ways and institutions. 
In barely four decades from 1898-1945, the American influence was so 
pervasive that the Filipinos almost turned into brown Americans. 

By race and culture, the Filipinos are a rich blend of the East and the 
West. A consequence of interracial mix of early Filipinos, other Asians, 
Spaniards and Americans whose Christian and Islamic religious 
traditions, Eurasian and American education and customs, and intelligent 
assimilation of Asian, Latin, European and American civilizations have 
made them tmly cosmopolitan. 

The vast majority of modern day Filipino are the descendants of our 
forebears who were subjugated - "Christianized" and "Hispanized" in 
three centuries and "Americanized"in four decades. The minority are 
comprised of the "indigenous peoples", the "cultural minorities" or 
"cultural communities" of pagans and muslims which constitute 12% of 
the total 68,614,162 Filipinos as of 1995 census. 

The wealth of the Filipino race and culture can best be gauged in the 
diversity of its peoples, languages and dialects, and religions or beliefs. 

The Christian Filipinos: the Tagalogs, Visayans, llocanos, 
Bicolanos, Pampanguenos, Pa11gasi11e11ses, Jhanags and Zamhalenos of 
Luzon and Visayas speak their own languages. So does the "indigenous 
peoples", the "cultural minorities I communities": the muslim groups 
of Mindanao - the Maranaos, A1aguindanaos, Sangils, Yakans, Tausugs, 
Samals, a11d Badjaos; the pagan groups of Mindanao - the Ma11obos, 
Bukid11011s, S11ba11011s, Manggunga11S, Mandayas, Atas, Bagobos, 
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lsamals, Tagakaolos, Tirurays, Bilaans, Tagabilis, and Tasadays; the 
lrayas, Nauhans, Buwids, Buhids, l?atag11011s, and l!ammoos or 
Jvfangyans of Mindoro; the Sulods and Hukidnons of the Visayas; the 
pagan !Jataks, Tagbanuas and Palawis and the Muslim Nfogbog of 
Palawan; the lmegs or Apayaos, Kalingas, Bontoks, lfugaos, Kankanais, 
Jbalois, Tinguians or ltnogs, Gaddangs and Jlongots of Northern Luzon; 
and the Negritos of the hinterlands. ;3 

The Summer Institute of Linguistics of the University of North 
Dakota have identified at least 55 languages and 152 dialects ;4 

1 .3 Legal Foundations of Culture 

a. Constitutional Provisions 

To foster patriotism and nationalism, accelerate social progress 
and promote total human liberation and development, the 1987 
Constitution of the Philippines declares as a policy of state, culture 
as a priority and within the framework of national unity and 
development recognizes and promotes the rights of indigenous 
cultural communities to ensure their economic, social and 
cultural well-being._/5 

Moreover, the Constitution seeks to preserve and enrich the 
Filipino national cult11re under the principle of unity in diversity in a 
climate of free artistic and intclleclttal f\JHC<;sion; to cornicrve, 
promote and popularize the nation's historical and cultural heritage 
and resources; to protect the cultural treasures of the nation; to 
recognize, respect and protect the rights of indigenous cultural 
communities in preserving and developing their cultures, traditions, 
and institutions; to ensure equal access to cultural opportunities 
through the system of education, through cultural entities, 
scholarships, grants and other incentives, and through community 
cultural centers and other public venues; and to encourage and support 
researchers and studies on the arts and culture. f 

b. Laws and Culture 

As early as the period of American colonization, the need to 
protect and preserve the Philippine cultural heritage was recognized 
with the enactment of Act. No. 3874 entitled ''An Act prohibiting the 
exportation of antiques of the Philippine Island" 
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After the declaration of Philippine Independence in 1946, a new 
law was passed which repealed Republic Act No. 3874. "17w Cultural 
Properties Preservation and Protection Act" declared as state policy, 
the preservation and protection of important cultural properties and the 
national cultural treasures. 

The treasures were identified as unique objects locally found 
which possess outstanding historical, cultural and/or artistic scientific 
value which are highly significant and important to the Philippines. 
These include antiques, relics, artifacts, natural history specimens, 
historical sites, archaelogical sites, and anthropological areas. 

Loans for purposes of cultural exchange program or scientific 
study require a written permission from the Director of the National 
Museum. Change of ownership, except by inheritance, also require 
approval of the Director of the National Museum. In the absence of an 
heir, such treasures shall revert to the National Museum. 

Expo1t of cultural properties without a previous registration with 
the National Museum and written permit from the Director of the 
National Museum is prohibited. Explorations, excavations or diggings 
for archealogical or historical objects require authorization from the 
Director of the National Museum. Penalties for any violation of the 
provisions of this Act have been provided. 

In 1972, shortly after Martial Law was declared, then President 
Ferdinand E. Marcos invoked the powers of the so called "Marcos 
Constitution", the 1971 Constitution, to decree, order, and make part of 
the law of the land Presidential Decree No. 812, "Decree on Legal 
and Cultural Deposit." 

The decree required publishers to provide the National Library, 
free of charge, the best copies of any book printed, and a copy each to 
the University of the Philippines Main Library, the University of 
Philippines Library in Cebu City, and the Cultural Center of the 
Philippines Library. 

It likewise required heads of departments, bureaus, offices and 
branches of government including provinces, municipalities and 
government-owned or controlled corporations to furnish the National 
Library, two free copies of any book published by them, and a copy 
each to the aforementioned libraries. 
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Pursuant to the provisions of the 1987 Constitution - to preserve 
and conserve the country's cultural legacy, and pursue the state's 
objectives of retrieving Filipino cultural and hislorical artifacts, 
Congress enacted Republic Act No. 7356 and Repuhlic Act No. 8371. 

Republic Act No. 73 56, the law creaf i11g the National 
Commission for Culture and Arts declared as state principles: culture 
as a human right; a national identity; a culture of the people, by the 
people and for the people; a historical and cultural resource which 
every Filipino is duty bound to preserve and conserve, and for which 
reasons the retrieval and conservation of artifacts of Filipino culture 
and history shall be vigornusly preserved. f 

The National Commission for Culture and Arts (NCCA) is 
mandated to formulate and implement rolicies a11d plans iu accordance 
with the aforestated principles. _j It serves as an umbrella 
organization and clearinghouse for ~II c11ltural work in the country. 

NCCA is composed of the undersecretaries of the Depatiment of 
Education and Culture and Sports, and the Department of Tourism; the 
Chairmen of the House and Senate Committees on Culture; the 
President of the Cultural Center of the Philippines; the Executive 
Directors of the National Historical Institute and the NCCA; the 
Directors of the National Museum, National Library, Institute of 
Philippine National Language, Records and Management and Archives 
Office, the Head of the Subcommission of Cultural Communities and 
Traditional Atts, and three (3) representatives from the private sector, 
who head the Subcommissions on Cultural Heritage; the Arts; and 
Cultural Dissemination. f 

Republic Act No. 83 71, the !11dige11011s Peoples Rights A ct <if 
1997 reaffirmed the Philippine Constitution's declaration of state 
policies to recognize and promote the rights of indigenous cultural 

· minorities and to protect and preserve their cultural integrity. 

c. International , Regional and Bilateral Agreements 

(a) International Organization 

On November 16, 1945 more than twenty countries signed 
the Constitution of the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) to which the Philippines 
was accepted on November 21, 1946._/10 
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UNESCO was organized on the premise that "ig11ornnce of 
each other's ways and lives" causes "suspicion and mistrust 
between peoples" 00 Cll leading to W<lr, and that "the wide 
diffi1sion of culture, and the education of humanity for justice and 
liberty and peace are indispensable to the dignity of man and 
constitute a sacred duty .... " 

It seeks to contribute to peace and security by promoting 
collaboration among the nations through education, science and 
culture. And, it affirms the universal tenets of respect for justice, 
rule of law, human rights and fi111damental freedoms for all, 
will1011t disl incl ion of rnce, sex, langungc or religion. 

(h) Regional Org:rnizations 

On August 8, I 967, the l'oreign Ministers of Indonesia, 
Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand signed the 
Bangkok Declnration establishing the Association rif Southeast 
Asian Nations acronymed ASEAN. _/ 1 

Its objectives include the promotion of social and cultural 
development of the region through cooperation. Over the last 
three decades, ASEAN has forged treaties and declarations which 
include the Agreement.for the Promotion <if Cooperation in /'vfass 
Media and Cultural Actil'ities (December, 1969), The Agreement 
ji>r ASFAN Cooperation in Cultural Activities, which has made 
possible regular exchange visits of artists and performers from 
among the ASEAN countries, and the annual ASEAN Film 
Festival. 

On December 2, 1978, the ASEAN Cultural Fund was 
formally created. 

The Asian l'arliamentarian's Union (APU) was organized in 
1965 through the initiative of parliamentarians of the Republic of 
China, Japan, the Republic of Korea, the Republic of the 
Philippines and the Kingdom ofThailand.)12 

Since its establishment, the Union membership has 
expanded from Asia to Pacific. It now includes Cook Islands, 
Fiji, Kiribati, Laos, Malaysia, Marshall Islands, Micronesia, 
Nauru, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, 
Tuvalu, Vanuatu and Vietnam. The organization is now known 
as the Asian-Pacific Parliamentarians Union (APPU). 
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With the imposition of Marti<1I Law in the Philippines in 
1972, Philippines membership in the Union was terminated with 
the abolition of Congress. In 1988 with the reestablishment of 
Congress under the 1987 Constitution, the Philippines rejoined 
and regained its position as a founding member. 

Jn I 972, APU established the Asian Pacific Cultural Center 
(APCC) for purposes of developi,ng and advancing Asian culture, 
promoting cultural internow and cooperation among member 
countries, and helping enrich the moral life of man along with 
promoting social progress in the region. 

To promote understanding and increase cooperation among 
the APPU members, the APCC publishes the Asia-Pac{(ic 
Culture Quarter~v. holds regularly a Parliamentary Arts Exhibit 
and the Convention of Asian Scholars on Asia-Pacific Culture. It 
recently begun the Intemational Youth Culture and Study Tour to 
Taiwan and 
is presently compiling a reference book on APPU countries based 
on contributions from APPU national groups. 

(c) Bilateral Organization 

Pursuant to the Constitutional prov1s1ons on arts and 
culture, the Philippine:'l strengthened its ti0s with other countries 
by entering into bilateral cul1ur:il agreements which includ0 
agreements with APLAP member countries. 

The Philippines has formally established cultural ties with 
Australia, Bangladesh, China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Pakistan, 
Thailand and Vietnam. These agreements basically seek to 
promote better understanding of respective cultures through 
exchanges of: 

a. books, periodicals and other printed materials and non
commercial films, recordings and broadcasts dealing 
with history, culture, and education, science and sports; 

b. professors, scholars and members of cultural and 
scientific institution; 

c. concerts, dances, theatrical and musical performances; 
and, 

cl. scholarships in cultural disciplines and in other fields. 
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II. Parliamentary Framework 

2.1 Structure of Government 

The Philippines is a democratic and a republican state where 
sovereignty resides in its people and from whom all government 
authority emanates.jn All government authority are vested in three 
co-equal branches: 

the legislative power is vested with Congress which consists of a 
Senate and a House of Representatives;_;"' 
the exec11til'e power, with the President of the Philippines; . 115 

and the judicial power, with the Supt eme Court and the lower 
/

16 courts. 

The Constitution, likewise, provides for three independent 
constitutional bodies: the Civil Service Commission, the Commission 
on Elections and the Commission on Audit. / 17 

The Civil Service Commission is the central personnel agency 
mandated to establish a career service, and adopt measures that would 
promote morale, efficiency, integrity, responsiveness, progressiveness, 
and courtesy in the civil service. It is tasked to strengthen the merit 
and reward system, integrate all human resources development 
programs, nnd institutionalize a m:Hlagement climate conducive lo 
p11hlic accountability. His requi1ed to ~mbmit to the Prt~sident and 1he 
Congress an annual report on its personnel programs._/ 8 

The Commission on /i,'/ections exercises the power and functions 
pertinent and relative to the conduct of elections, plebiscite, initiative, 
referendum and recall which include enforcement and administration 
of pertinent laws and regulations; exercises original jurisdiction over 
the electoral contests and qualifications of candidates to regional, 
provincial and city positions and exercises appellate jurisdiction over 
municipal elections; decides, except those involving the question of the 
right to vote, all questions affecting elections, deputizes agencies and 
instrumentalities to ensure free, orderly, honest, peaceful and credible 
elections; registers political parties, organizations and coalitions and 
accredits citizens' arms of COMELEC; files in court petitions for 
inclusion or exclusion of votes, investigates and prosecutes cases of 
violations of election laws; recommends to Congress measures to 
effectively minimize election spending; recommends to the President 
removal of a COMELEC depi.1tization; and submits to the President 
and Congress its report on the conduct of each election, plebiscite, 
• • • • C'. d 11 / 19 m1t1at1ve, re1eren um, or reca . __ 
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The Philippines is politically and territorially subdivided into 
provinces, cities, nmnicipalilies and barangays which enjoy local 
autonomy under the genernl supervision of the President of the 
Philippines . .Jw 

The Constitution, likewise, mandates the creation of autonomous 
regions in Muslim Mindanao and in the Cordilleras within the 
framework of the Constitution, the national soveriegnty as well as the 
territorial integrity of the Republic of the Philippines. These shall 
consist of provinces, cities, municipalities and geogrnphical areas 
which share common and distinctive historical and cultural heritaff e, 
economic and social sfrnctures, and other relevant characteristics . .J2 

The Commission 011 Audit which exercises the power, authority 
and duty to examine, audit or post audit and settle all accounts 
pertaining to the revenue and receipts of, and expenditures or uses of 
fonds and property, owned or held in trust by or pertaining to the 
government, or any of its subdivisions, agencies, or instrumentalities, 
including government-owned or controlled corporations. It has 
exclusive authority to define the scope of audit and examination, 
establish techniques and methods required thereof, promulgate 
accounting and auditing rules and re!,>u1ations including prevention of 
disallowances or uses of government funds and properties. It submits 
to the President and to Congress an annual report covering the 
financial condition and operation of government, its subdivisions, 
agencies, and instrnmentalities, including government owned or 
controlled corporations, and non-governmental entities . .J22 

2.2 House of Representatives Secretariat 

The establishment of a Secretariat in each House of Congress is 
implied in A11. VI, Sec. 16, par. 2 of the 1987 Philippine Constitution 
which states: "Each House shall choose such other officers as it may 
deem necessary." 

The RuJes of the House mandates the Speaker "to appoint the 
personnel of the House with authority to delegate; " and, provided 
that "subject to the Speaker's supervision and control, the Secretary 
General is the immediate chief <if personnel 'if the House" and is 
"responsible for the faithful pe!formance <if their <?fficial duties. " 

The present Secretariat of the House is organized .J23 
according to' line and staff functions. The stq/f qffices include: the 
Congressional Planning and Budget Office (CPBO), the Inter 
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-Parliamentary Relations Special Services Directorate (IPRSSD), the 
Congressional Library Bureau (CLB), the Legal Affairs Bureau 
(LAB), the Internal Audit Department (IAD), the Office of the 
Sergeant At Arms (OSGA), and the Media Affairs and Public 
Information Service (MAPIS). 

The line offices include: the Administrative Department, the 
Planning and Financial Management Department, the Legislative 
Operations Department and the Committee Affairs Department. 

Each department is headed by the Deputy Secretary General or its 
equivalent position as the Executive Director for CPBO, and the 
Internal Auditor for IAD; each bureau is headed by a Director; and a 
service by a Legislative Service Chief The Director of the Plenary 
Affairs Bureau is assisted by an Assistant Director. Likewise, the 
Deputy Secretary General is assisted by an Assistant Director. Each 
head of a staff office and a line department is directly responsible to 
the Secretary General. 

Each department is made up of one or more bureaus; and each 
bureau in turn is made up of one or more services. 

The composition of the staff function offices are, as follows: 

(1) The Congressional Planning and Budget Department (CPBD) - is 
composed of the Congressional Planning Bureau which is made 
up of the Congressional Budget Service, Congressional 
Economic Planning Service and Special Budget Service; 

(2) Inter-Parliamentary Relations and Special Services Directorate 
(IPRSSD) is made of the Inter-Parliamentary Relations Service, 
and the Protocol and Special Affairs Service; 

(3) The Congressional Library is made of the Legislative Library 
Service and the Legislative Archives Service; 

(4) Legal Affairs Bureau is made up of the Legal Service; 
(5) Internal Audit Department is composed of the Internal Audit 

Bureau which is made of Management Audit Service and 
Financial Audit Service; 

(6) Sergeant-at-Arms Department is made up of the Legislative 
Security Bureau which in turn is made up of the Legislative 
Security Service; and, 

(7) Media Affairs and Public Information Service. 
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The composition of the line function offices are, as follows: 

(I) The Administrative Department is composed of the 
Administrative Management Bureau and the Engineering and 
Physical Facilities Bureau. The former is made up of the 
Human Resources Management Service, the Cashiering and 
Administrative Records Service, the Medical and Dental 
Service, the Procurement and Supply Management Service, and 
the Printing and Reproduction Service; the latter is made up of 
the Building and Grounds Maintenance Service, and 
Engineering Service; 

(2) The Planning and Financial Management Department is 
composed of Finance and Management Bureau which is made 
up of Accounting Service, Budget Service, Planning and 
Management Service, and Information Technology Service; 

(3) Legislative 'Operations Department is composed of the 
Reference and Research Bureau and the Plenary Affairs Bureau. 
The former is made up of the Bill Drafting Service, the· 
Legislative Research Service and the Legislative Counselling 
Service; the latter is made of the Bills and Index Service, Journal 
Service, Publication and Editorial Service, and Plenary Support 
Service. 

(4) The Committee Affairs Department is composed of the 
Committee Technical Support Services for General 
Government, Economic, Socio-Cultural, Legal, and Committee 
Administrative Support Service, Committee on Appropriations, 

. Committee on Accounts, Committee on Rules, and Committee 
on Ways and Means. , 

2.3 Role of Congressional Library 

a. Vision, Mission, Objectives and Strategies (VMOS) 

The Congressional Library envisions to become the mecca 
of information, the clearinghouse of legal and legislative 
information resources, and the conservator of the official 
documentations of operations of Philippine legislative 
institutions and constitutional bodies. 

Its mission is to serve as the principal major source of timely, 
adequate and relevant information for the House of 
Representatives, its Members and their staffs, and the House 
Secretariat. 
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Its objectives are to continously enhance its capabilities for 
information, reference and research; and preserve and conserve 
the legacy of the Philippine legislature and constitutional 
legacies. 

Its strategies: (1) to acquire extensive collections of 
multimedia information resources which would best respond to 
the varied information needs of the House, its committees, their 
staffs and the Secretariat, (2) facilitate the intellectual processing 
and organization of information resources in compliance with 
the principles and standards of the profession; (3) physically 
arrange these resources into relevant collections following the 
standards established for facility of retrieval and information 
delivery; (4) create databases, establish networks, and 
continously enhance or upgrade technologies for information, 
reference and research services; and (5) provide means of easy 
access to information contained in the permanent official 
documents of constitutional and legislative operations while 
ensuring their preservation for posterity; and ( 6) ensuring the 
preservation and conservation of the nation's constitutional and 
legislative legacy. 

2. 4 The Congressional Library in the Legislative Process 

The Philippine Constitution in Art VI, Sec. 26 (2) provides 
that: "No bill passed by either House shall become a law unless 
it has passed three readings." This is the so-called legislative 
process or procedure on how a bill becomes a law. 

In this process, the Congressional Library through its 
divisions, namely the Legislative Library and the Legislative 
Archives plays an important role in the stages of bill preparation, 
first reading, second reading and third reading. 

a. Bill Preparation 

The Library provides information from its resources as 
inputs for the crafting of the explanatory notes and the drafting 
of the bill or legislative proposal. The Archives, likewise, 
provides inputs from the archived documentations of the 
operations of the constitutional bodies, Martial Law 
institutions, electoral tribunal, parliamentary organizations, 
and of committees and plenary proceedings of the previous 
Congresses of the Philippines. 
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b. First Reading 

After the First Reading or referral to a committee or 
committees, the library provides information, reference 
and research assistance to committee researchers for their 
studies on the merits of the bill/resolution and in . the 
preparation of the committee report. If the committee action 
on the bill is unfavorable the bill/ resolution shall be laid on 
the table to archived by the Committee at the end of the 
legislative term. If the Committee action is favorable, the 
Committee's report will be forwarded to the Committee on 
Rules for calendaring. 

c. Second Reading 

Preparatory to Second Reading during which the bill or 
resolution would be debated upon, more information maybe 
needed and the services of the Congressional Library will 
again be required to prepare for debate on the merits or lack of 
merit of the bill/resolution. The information needed for the 
debate would depend on the extent each Member wishes to 
participate in the deliberations. 

d. Third Reading 

After Third Reading, papers and records are sent to the 
Archives pursuant to the Rules that "all papers and records 
relating to the completed business of the House be delivered 
to, kept by and preserved in the Archives. 11 

The ''Procedure of Archiving Documents in the House of 
Representatives, Congress of the Philippines" is provided for 
in the "Standard Operating Procedures 02-97." 

The Rules also requires the Secretary General "to retain in 
the Congressional Library for the use of the Members and 
Officers of the House sufficient copies of books and printed 
documents. 11 Thus, while the Archives is tasked with the 
preservation of all documentations of legislative operations 
including all signed original of Jaws and resolutions; the 
library is provided copies of laws, resolutions, Journals and 
Records of the Proceedings of the House of Representatives 
for the reference and research use of its clientele. 
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2.5 Role of Congressional Library in Society 

Inevitably because the Congressional Library serves the 
House of Representatives, its resources are geared towards 
responsiveness to needs for economic, social and political 
information needed as inputs for legislation. Thus, indirectly, it 
contributes to the nation's development in the aspects of life which 
each law affects. 

It likewise acts as a principal source for legal information and 
copies of laws, resolutions, executive issuances, decisions of the 
Supreme Court and the Court of Appeals and other basic legal 
documents. It readily provides by fax, airmail, or courier service, 
copies of laws, deliberations on the floor or in committees which 
may have been requested for through local or long distance 
telephone calls; faxed requests, letters, or by whatever means. 

III. Professional Preparation of Parliamentary Librarians 

3. I Education and Training of Librarians in the Philippines 

Republic Act No. 6966, the Philippine Librarianship Act was 
enacted into law on September 19, 1990. The law created the 
Board for Librarians which would regulate the practice of the . 
librarian profession and prescribe the qualifications of librarian 
professionals. 

The educational component for entry into the profession is a 
graduate of Bachelor's degree in library or information science 
from a school, college or university recognized by the Philippine 
Government. The specific degrees which would qualify entry into 
the profession would be any of the following: Bachelor of Library 
Science or Information Science, Bachelor of Science in Education 
major/ specialization in Library Science; Bachelor of Arts major 
in Library Science, and Master of Arts in Library Science. 

Licensing of a librarian involves the issuance of a certificate 
of registration after qualifying/passing the licensure examination 
for librarians and taking the Oath of Librarian Profession. 
Licensure examination for librarians is conducted by the 
Professional Regulation Commission every first week of 
December starting 1992; or, within three (3) years from the 
organization of the Board, issuance of certificates of registration 
without examination to those who at the time of approval of the 
Jaw possess the necessary qualifications. 
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The Certificates of Registration or license to pra(,iice the 
librarian profession in the Philippines is renewable every three 
years subject to the completion of Continuing Professional 
Education programs adopted by the Board for Librarians. 

Foreign librarians may practice the librarian profession in the 
Philippines subject to the provision of RA 6966 on reciprocity. 
Reciprocity allows a foreign librarian to qualify, be licensed and 
practice the librarian profession if his/her country allows Filipinos 
to do the same in his/her country. 

3.2 Continuing Professional Education (CPE) 

To continually upgrade and update the knowledge, 
competence and awareness of progressive developments in the 
different professions including the librarian profession, the 
Professional Regulation Commission pursues an intensive 
continuing professional education program. 

The professional regulatory board of each position pursuant 
to Executive Order No. 266 dated July 25, 1995 was directed by 
the Professional Regulation Commission to create a CPE Council 
to promote the development, accreditation, and implementation of 
CPE Programs for each profession. To strengthen the operation of 
the CPE Council , Administrative Order No. 260 was issued on 
March 19, 1996. This order attached the CPE Council to the PRC. 

3.3 Breakthroughs in the Library Profession 

On September 19, 1990, fourteen years and seven months after 
the Filipinos regained their power at the EDSA Revolution, 
Filipino librarians experienced their first breakthrough with the 
enactment into law of Republic Act No. 6966. 

The law sought to regulate the practice of librarianship and 
prescribed the qualifications of librarians. This was previously 
discussed. 

Also indicative of growing interest in the profession, 
legislators proposed the establishment of libraries, archives and 
museums all over the country. A total of 45 bills have been 
introduced: 13 bills during the 8th Congress, 13 bills in the 9th 
Congress and 10th Congress and 6, so far, for the present 11th 
Congress. 
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Of these proposals, however, only one significant legislation 
has been enacted into law, i.e., 

Republic Act No. 7743, an Act providing for the 
establishment of Congressional, City and Municipal Libraries and 
barangay reading centers throughout the Philippines, 
appropriating funds therefore and for other purposes. 

It is interesting to note that during the 8th Congress, the 
consolidation of the libraries of the Senate and the House of 
Representatives into the Library of Congress of the Philippines 
"was filed as Concurrent Resolution HR 0055. This was referred 
to the House Committee on Rules on September 16, 1990 on First 
Reading but was never reported out. 

IV. Preservation of Legislative Heritage 

4. I Legal Provisions for the Preservation of Cultural Heritage 

In recognition of the need to preserve, promote and protect its 
cultural heritage and pursuant to the principles and state policies 
set forth in the 1987 Constitution of the Philippines, the following 
laws have been enacted. These have been briefly discussed 
earlier. 

(I) Presidential Decree No. 812, "the Decree on Legal and 
Cultural Deposit" issued by the President Ferdinand E. 
Marcos on October 18, 1975; 

(2) Republic Act No. 4846, "An Act to repeal Act Numbered 
Thirty Eight Hundred Seventy Four, and to provide for the 
protection and preservation of Philippine cultural 
properties." This is also known as "the Cultural Properties 
Preservation and Protection Act," which was signed into law 
on June 18, 1966 by President Ferdinand E. Marcos. 

(3) Republic Act No. 7356, "An Act creating the National 
Commission for Culture and the Arts, establishing a National 
Endownment Fund for Culture and Arts, and for other 
purposes," was signed into law by President Corazon Aquino 
on April 3, 1992. 
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(4) Republic Act No. 8371, "An Act to recognize, protect and 
promote the rights of indigenous cultural communities 
/indigenous peoples, creating a National Commission on 
Indigenous Peoples, establishing implementing mechanisms, 
appropriating funds therefor, and for other purposes. 11 Its 
short title is: the Indigenous Peoples Rights Act of 1997. It 
was signed into law by President Fidel V. Ramos on October 
29, 1997. 

A related law was also enacted: Republic Act No. 8293, 
"An Act prescribing the Intellectual Property Code and 
establishing the Intellectual Property Oflice, providing its 
powers and functions, and for other purposes." It is entitled: 
Intellectual Property Code of the Philippines. " This was 
signed into law by President Fidel V. Ramos on January 1, 
1998. 

4.2 Preservation of Legislative Documents 

The Philippine legislative institutions, likewise, have 
recognized the significance and value of the official 
documentations of legislative operations and have sought to 
preserve these for posterity. 

The Rules of the House of Representatives requires: 

(1) "that all papers and record" relating to the completed 
business of the House be delivered to, kept by and preserved 
in the Archives; " 

(2) "the Secretaries of Committees of the House or their 
equivalent positions are directed within seven days after 
enactment of bills or joint resolutions and fifteen days after 
final aqjoumment of Congress to deliver to the Archives all 
bills, resolutions, petitions and other papers referred to their 
respective committees together with the records of 
proceedings, reports of investigation conducted, and all 
evidence taken by such committees. " 

In compliance with these Rules, a Standard Operating 
Procedure (SOP) for Archiving documents in the House of 
Representatives , Congress of the Philippines was prepared by 
the Congressional Library which was approved and signed by 
Honorable Secretary General Roberto P. Nazareno in 1997. 
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V. Prospects 

With characteristic resiliency which had been enriched with a 
cosmopolitan heritage, the Twentieth Century Filipinos withstood 
the onslaught of Japanese occupation, the political, economic and 
social devastations wrought by World War II, and the 
dictatorship which Marcos and his Martial Law regime imposed 
for twenty years. 

Regaining their power to charter the course of their lives, the 
Filipinos readily embraced the challenges and opportunities 
which the latest developments in communications and technology 
ushered in during the last two decades. The front runners being 
the industries: banking and finance, air transportation, and 
telecommunications. 

Independently of each other, the three branches of 
government: the executive, the judiciary and the legislative, 
likewise, have taken cognizance of the potentials of information 
and telecommunications technologies and are progressing toward 
full computerization and networking. Most libraries including 
the Congressional Library are now connected to the internet and 
can be reached through e-mail. 

Hopefolly in two years, the Congressional Library would be 
occupying the second floor of the four-story building under 
construction on the North side of the House main building. 

In the meanwhile, as an imperative, the Congressional 
Library's information, reference and research capabilities will be 
expanded and enhanced and its effectiveness and efficiency 
maximized. These are the Congressional Library's thrusts: 

(1) multi-media resources will continue to be selectively 
acquired on the broad range of intellectual and cultural, 
economic, political and social concerns over which the 
different House committees have jurisdiction; 

(2) all acquisitions would be processed and organized 
following established international standards for 
cataloging and classification of knowledge; 

(3) additional computer units would be requested to allow 
more users to access the internet; 

(4) a web page would be created which allow on-line access 
to the databases which the Congressional Library has 
created and will create; 
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(5) greater cooperation, coordination with members of the 
PGLL will be pursued for sharing of resources through 
networking and/or through the internet; and, 

( 6) work for the consolidation of the libraries of the Houses 
of Congress into the Library of Congress of the Republic 
of the Philippines would be pursued. 

These are what we hope to accomplish in the hope that we 
would to the best of our abilities contribute in some measure to the 
achievement of a genuine development in some aspect, if not all 
aspects of Filipino life. 
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NOTES 

1Richard Hoggart, "Oxford Illustrated Encyclopedia of People and Cultures" 
(Manila: Oxford University Press), 1992, p.78 

20. D. Corpuz , "Cultural Foundation," in "Foundations and Dynamics of Filipino 
Government and politics " edited by Jose Veloso Abueva and Raul P. De 
Guzman (Manila: Bookmark, 1969), p. 7 

3"Cultural Communities of the Philippines", a map. 

4Gregorio F. Zaide and Sonia M. Zaide, "History of the Republic of the 
Philippines" (Manila: National Book Store), 1987, p. 22. 

5"The Constitution of the Republic of the Philippines of 1987." Art. II, Secs. 17, 
and 22 and Art. XII, Sec. 5. 

6Ibid., Art. XIV, Secs. 14-15. 

7Republic Act No. 7356, the "law creating the National Commission for Culture 
and Arts," which took effect on April 8, 1992, Title I, Secs. 2-7. 

8Ibid., Title I, Sec. 12. 

9Ibid., Title II, Sec. 10. 

10The United Nations Treaty Series, Vol. 4, 1947, pp. 276-300. 
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13"The Constitution of the Republic of the Philippines of 1987." Art. II, Sec. 1. 

14Ibid., Art. VI, Sec. 1. 
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17Ibid., Art. IX. 
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